TN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims it to ^8 without prejudice to 
or disclaimer of the subject matter recited therein. 

Please amend Claims 1 to 11, as follows: 




1. (Amended) An opt/cal -element holding 

mechanism comprising: 

a first holding membfer arranged to hold a first 

optical element; 

I X 

a second holding/member arranged to hold a second 

uQ,' 

optical element; 

a plurality of coupling members [member] arranged 
to couple said first h/lcHna member and said second holding 
member, [members wit/ each other] and to permit relative 
positions of said^fi^st hoi Hi no member and said second 
holding member [[m^Le^to be varied in the process of being 

coupled; and 

^ nluAlitv of an urging members respectively 
/ 

[member] disposed between each of said plurality of coupling 

members [memb/r] and said second holding member,, and arranged 

to urqe and press said second holding member against said 
/ 

first holding member at least when said plurality of coupling 




members ar 
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i [member is] in the process of coupling said first 



holding 



member and said second holding membdr through 



>lSanment of respectiv e optic al axes of the 



first optical 



mbers] 



.lament anH rha second optical element [me 



2. (Amended) An optical -element holding 

mechanism according to claim 1, wherein/each [said] coupling 

member is a screw arranged to couple /aid first holding 

member and said second holding member [members with each 

/ 

other] by r^sg contact [ tight eningil . 

3. (Amended) An opt i/cal -element holding 
mechanism according to claim 2, /wherein each [said] urging 
member is a deformable washer /hat generates [having] an 
elastic force, and through/%h a shaft of said screw 
pierces . 

4. (Amended) /An optical-element holding 
mechanism according to c/aim 1, further comprising a 
deformation restricting /member arranged to restrict 

deformation of said fi/et holding member while the relative 

/ 

positions of said firrft holding member and said second 
holding member [membirs] are in the process of being varied 
and when said r i»™iLv of coupling members are [member is] 
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in the process of coupling said first/holding member and said 
second holding member [members] . 



5. (Amended) An optical -element holding 

mechanism according to claim y wherein said deformation 

restricting member is disposed between each [said] coupling 

/ 

member and said first holding member. 



6. (Amended)/ An optical -element holding 
chanism according to /claim 4, wherein each [said] urging 
member is dispc^eT^tween a [said] coupling member and said 
deformation restricting member. 



me 



7. (Amended) An optical -element holding 
mechanism according to claim 1, further comprising a friction 
preventing memb'er disposed between each [said] coupling 
member and sa L second holding member and arranged to prevent 
generation of a frictional force between said coupling member 
and said sefcond holding member when said coupling member is 
in the process of coupling said first holding member and said 
second hc/lding members. 
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8. (Amended) An optical-element hc/fding 
mechanism according to claim 7, wherein movement of said 
friction preventing member within a plane c^f varying the 
relative positions of said first holding member and said 
second holding member [members] is restricted. 



9. (Amended) An optica/- element holding 
mechanism according to claim 7, further comprising a 
deformation restricting member arranged to restrict 
deformation of said first holding member while the relative 
positions of said first hoi Hi /a member and said second 
holding member [members] ar/ in the process of being varied 
and when said P lnra>f&v of coupling members are [member is] 
in the process of/oupMg said first holding member and said 
second holding mekbe^ /meffibers] , wherein said friction 
preventing member ser/es also as said deformation restricting 
member . 



10. (Amended) An opt ical -element holding 

mechanism according to claim 7, wherein each [said] urging 

member is disposed between a [said] coupling member and said 
/ 

friction preventing member. 
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11. (Twice Amended) An oD/tical apparatus 

comprising : 

an apparatus body; and 

an optical -element holding mechanism including 
a first holding fnember arranged to hold a 

first optical element; 

a second holding member arranged to hold a 

second optical element; 

a plurality /of coupling members [member] 
arranged to couple said fi/rst holding member and said second 
holding member, [members /with each other] and to permit 

relative positions of said first holding member and said 

/ 

second holding membe^ rnembers] to be varied in the process 
of being coupled; /and 

a mrtrralitv of [an] urging members 

I 

r-Psnectivelv [member] disposed between each of said plurality 
of coupling members / [member] and said second holding member^ 
and arranged to urge and press said second holding member 
against said first/ holding member at least when said 
plurality of coupling members are [member is] in the process 

of coupling said/first holding member and said second holding 

/ 

member through ilianment of r es pective optical axes of the 
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